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In a New Year's message issued last week by chairman of the national Bishops Conference,
Msgr. Julio Terrazas, the "wealthy" were called on to make economic sacrifices in 1988, "since the
unemployed and the poor cannot be expected to be the only ones" paying for Bolivia's economic
travail. Terrazas characterized 1987 as a "year of social problems, unresolved conflicts and continual
requests [by the government] for additional sacrifices." According to the bishop, if the government
proves unable to distribute economic sacrifice more equitably throughout the society, in 1988 more
political and social conflict can be expected, while "dialogue among social classes" will become
increasingly difficult. Terrazas voiced the Church's concern about deteriorating education and
health care services, and rising levels of malnutrition and unemployment. The bishop's message
emphasized that in 1987 the Church had played an important role in mediating social conflicts.
Nonetheless, said the message, workers' demands were not always met, and one or both parties
often failed to comply with agreements between the government and workers. On the same day, in a
public statement Bolivian Workers Confederation (COB) executive secretary Simon Reyes said that
a clash between the government and unionized workers appears to be imminent, since real wages
continue to decline and economic prospects for 1988 do not inspire confidence. Reyes said the COB
will continue preparing plans for worker mobilization to protest government economic policies.
He asserted that the COB is willing to participate in "dialogue" with the government over workers'
issues, (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 12/16/87)
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